A LITTLE HISTORY

1 Castle St. car park has been site
of a Roman barracks, and up until
1863 was a sheepmarket.

2 The car park side of Castle St.,
the Post Office site and much of
Tudor St. were cleared of medieval
buildings in the 1950’s. Restoration
might have been today’s choice, but
where would all the cars have
parked?

3 The West or Tudor Gate was here.

Note the Arms of Charles Il on the
Kings Arms pub wall.

4 Linda Vista Gardens date from the
1870’s and became public in 1974.

5 Union Road owes its name to the
Poor Law Union that administered
the workhouse. (7)

6 The footbridge crosses the
modern road that replaced the
Abergavenny and Merthyr railway
line (1862-1958). Around 1000 peo-
ple were employed locally by the
railways in WWI; a locomotive shed
preceded the modern

factories on your left.

7 The workhouse provided the
destitute with shelter and
employment from 1838-1930.

8 Brecon Road is part of the ancient
route from London to Fishguard via
Oxford and Gloucester.

9 Belgrave Road dates mainly from
the 1950’s and 60’s; Western Road
and Windsor Road from the early
20thC.

10 This lane leads to near the sum-
mit of the distinctive Sugarloaf
Mountain (Pen y Fal 596m).

11 A culvert under Chapel Road is
said to have fed fountains at Nevill
Hall. A small local chapel may have
given the road its name.

12 Chain Road. There was once a
chain across this old drover’s road
for collecting tolls.

13 Old Hereford Road was once a
main route north from the town via
Frogmore Street.

14 This 19thC Hereford Road joined
the Ross and Monmouth roads at
the Monk Street approach to the
town.

15 The Skirrid, or Holy Mountain
(Ysgyryd Fawr) owes its rugged
shape to an ancient landslip and
was once topped by a Roman
Catholic Chapel.

16 Llantilio Pertholey (St. Teilo’s)
Church has 13thC and 14thC stone-
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Ifyou get a puncture here
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your puncture repair kit!
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Welsh Seisyllts by the Norman Lord

work. The church may be locked but
the churchyard is worth exploring.

17 The Newport and Hereford
Railway (later GWR) dates from
1854. The bypass was built in 1975
and is effectively the third Hereford
Road.

18 Trebencyn looks more ancient
than it is - the present house was
built in 1909.

19 Maindiff Court became part of
the asylum (22) in 1924 and and

housed Rudolf Hess, Hitler’s
Deputy, in WWII.

20 Wernddu is late 17thC with an
18thC front, and was home to
members of the Herbert dynasty.

21“Royal Mail”, winner of the 1937
Grand National, was bred at
Tredilion Park.

22 Pen y Fal Lunatic asylum
opened in 1851. The hospital closed
in 1997 and the main building has
been turned into flats with homes in
the grounds.
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V" Time for another
cuppa? Try the Café.

23 Holywell Road recalls the
reputed healing powers of a nearby

spring.

24 A diversion may be made to St.
Mary’s Priory Church and its
remarkable medieval tombs of local
Marcher (border) Lords, choir stalls
and Jesse Tree. The 14thC tithe
barn has been converted to a
heritage centre.

25 The main GWR station opened in
1854. Station Road homes date
from that time.
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3 Historical Information

3 B> Route directions (see overleaf)

26 Mill St. was once the main
approach to the town from the east.
Mills harnessed the power of the
Gavenny River.

27 Castle Meadows, bought by the
council from the Nevill Family in
1916, have been used for recreation
as well as grazing since the 1870’s.

28 Looking back, the Castle dates
from timber beginnings in 1087, the
stone walls being 13thC. A turbulent

in 1175. The Seisyllts descendants
include the Cecils of Hatfield House.
The Castle was made useless by
Charles | in 1645. The present keep
dates from only 1818, built as a
hunting lodge for the Marquis of
Abergavenny and is now home to
the town’s Museum.

29 The present bridge is an 1868
amalgamation of a 15thC bridge
once known as Tudor Bridge, and
the 1811 tramroad bridge, which ran
adjacent to one another. Evidence
of both bridges is visible (with care!)
from the riverbank.The embankment
leading to the abutments of the
Abergavenny and Merthyr railway
bridge can still be seen upstream of
this historic roadbridge.
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