
Notes for Map
1  
Despite its appearance 
from some directions, 
the Sugar Loaf is not 
an ancient volcano. 
2  
The Honddu river 
has a classic U-shaped 
glaciated valley with 
‘hanging’ side valleys 
and waterfalls.

 
3  
A 38m (125’) high moraine of 
gravel deposited at the southern 
extent of a glacier diverted the 
Honddu NE into the fault zone 
(6) where it joins the Monnow.
4  
Before diversion by 
the moraine, the Honddu 
flowed south to the Usk 
at Abergavenny explaining 
the oversized Gavenny valley.
5  
It can be seen that a 
large chunk of Ysgyryd 
Fawr has separated from 
the NW slope, probably 
slipping on a line of 
weakness in the rock strata.
6  
The lower land between 
the Sugar Loaf and the Black 
Mountains to the north marks 
a major fault zone extending 
from Herefordshire to the 
Vale of Neath.  An ancient 
disturbance of rocks created 
a weakness exploited by rivers.

7  
Coppiced (cut every 10-20 yrs)
woodland here once produced 
charcoal and alderwood shoe soles.

8  
The Grwyne Fawr, 75m (250’)

above its present level, probably 
flowed through this gap to join the 

Gavenny valley before it was 
‘captured’ by a tributary of the 

Grwyne Fach cutting back through 
the fault zone. Fforest Coal Pit 
recalls local charcoal making, 

not coal mining.
9  

The valley of the upper Grwyne 
Fawr is surprisingly V-shaped, 

seemingly having avoided 
the last glaciation.

10  
The Grwyne Fechan valley 

contained a glacier that deposited 
a moraine at Llanbedr, since cut 

through by the river to form a gorge.
11  

A small tributary of the 
Usk at Glangrwyne may 

have captured the river that once 
flowed E-W towards Crickhowell 
in the fault zone, 200’ above the 

present river level.
12  

A huge fan of glacial gravel 
washed out by the 

Clydach at Gilwern has 
diverted both the 

Clydach and the Usk.
13  

The Clydach drops 270m 
(900’) in about 4 miles, 

cutting through 180m (600’) 
of the erodable Carboniferous 

limestone that rims the coalfield. 
The stone was quarried to feed 

the Blaenavon iron industry.
14  

The older parts of Abergavenny 
are built on the thick sand and gravel 

beds laid down by the huge Usk valley 
glacier; much has since been washed 

away by the river in its flood plain.
15  

The Punchbowl is a once-glaciated hol-
low or cwm, high on the side of the 

Blorenge - now with one of Britain’s high-
est beech woods on its steepsides.

16  
At times in the last 300,000 years the 
Usk probably flowed east from here to 
join the Wye south of Monmouth or to 

turn south at Raglan to rejoin its present 
course at Usk town.

17  
At the end of the last glaciation lakes 

formed here; eroded material to the south 
probably forced the Troddi to turn east.

V-shaped valley before glaciation
U-shaped with hanging valleys
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